Congregational Church of Christian Fellowship, UCC Model
Why are we the Congregational Church of Christian Fellowship (CCCF)?

Why are we called "Congregational”?

In 1945 three pastors (one Black, one Asian and one White) along with a faith-filled
group of Christians committed to both personal faith and community action. They
determined that their beloved community would not be defined by rigid doctrine. They
proposed to be a Christian church in the Congregationalist tradition.

Some of the major tenets of the Congregationalist tradition are listed below.

1. Congregational Autonomy

o CCCF is self-governing and self-supporting.

o There are no higher governing bodies, or external authorities funding the church
or making church decisions.

o The congregation collectively, through Pastoral leadership and members acting
through the church’s structure, discerns God’s will for the church.

« Members support the ministries of the church donating their time, talents and
treasure.

2. Covenantal Beloved Community
« Members join freely in covenant! and agree to learn and walk together in faith
and discipleship.
« Our covenant is to build a beloved community? of Christians emphasizing respect
for one another, nurturing love, accountability, and a shared responsibility to
create an environment that makes it easy for God’s spirit to move in our midst.

3. Democratic Decision-Making

« Major decisions—calling a pastor, adopting budgets, setting mission priorities—
are made by the membership using ground rules and protocols for decision-
making. For example, there are important requirements for service, not everyone
has access to all detailed information and motivation must be spirit-led rather
than power-seeking.

o Lay leadership plays a central role through committees and structures that are “in
development”.

« Members are asked to participate in committees for the purpose of fulfilling the
church’s mission and in their committee work to assume good intentions of
others; use collaborative decision-making; be timely in attendance,
communications and follow-through; be transparent and accountable; and use
evaluation for improvement not shame or judgement.

' We use covenant to mean sacred commitments to a relationship. The formal articulation of the relational
and behavioral expectations.

2 We use "Beloved Community" is a concept popularized by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. that envisions
a society based on justice, love, and reconciliation, where all individuals can coexist harmoniously. Key
Principles are nonviolence, justice and equality, interconnectedness, agape love, peace with justice.




4. The Authority of Scripture and the Holy Spirit
o Scripture is honored as the central guide for faith and practice.

5. Emphasis on Lay Ministry

e Ministry is understood as the work of the whole congregation.

o The Pastor is the primary spiritual leader and teacher and the whole
congregation is called to work together under his/her leadership.

o Every member is called to use their gifts in service to the CCCF mission to honor
God, develop Christians, connect people and love everybody.

o Members are encouraged to live their ministry in multiple ways that result in
participating fully in the life of the church - attending worship service regularly,
praying fervently, applying the sermons to their lives, tithing, attending special
events and actively participating in the church committees or ministries as the
Holy Spirit leads.

6. Strong Tradition of Social Justice and Community Engagement
« CCCF, like many congregational U.S. churches, has a historical and continuing
commitment to civil rights and social justice, education and community
empowerment.
o We believe that faith must be lived out in service to others.

7. Worship Focused on Preaching, Prayer, and Music
« Preaching, teaching from the Bible, prayer and music are the hallmarks of our
worship service.
o Excellent music is historic at CCCF and an integral to our worship service.
o Worship is reverent but flexible, shaped by the Pastor’s discernment and
congregational needs.

What is UCC and how are we connected to it?

The United Church of Christ (UCC) is the national and global level conference with which
CCCF, like most congregational churches, is in covenant. Through UCC, CCCF has
access to services and resources and remains self-governing.




